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From the Principal and Primary 
Years Programme Coordinator's Desk

One	year	ago,	we	started	this	journey!	Time	to	celebrate	this	challenging,	yet	successful	year!!!

As	 I	 look	 back	 at	 this	 year,	 I	 see	 several	 achievements	 and	 accomplishments,	 despite	 the	
pandemic	situation.	The	year	unfolded	with	struggles	at	every	turn,	but	 thanks	 to	 the	 lovely	
students,	the	cooperative	parents	and	the	dedicated	efforts	of	the	wonderful	teachers	and	the	
admin	team,	we	have	been	able	to	see	each	struggle	as	a	 learning	experience	and	witnessed	
success	along	the	way.

One	of	the	biggest	achievements	this	year,	taking	us	a	step	closer	towards	becoming	an	IB	World	
School	was	the	successful	Consultant	Visit.	It	was	overwhelming	to	hear	positive	feedback	from	
our	Consultant	with	regards	to	our	academic	programme,	the	collaboration	and	planning	in	our	
school,	the	student	ownership	over	their	learning	and	the	positive	culture	in	our	school.	Getting	
ready	for	authorisation	in	the	second	year	is	itself	something	to	be	very	proud	of.

Jeff	Bezos,	the	founder	of	Amazon	had	stated	in	one	of	his	interviews,	“Big	things	start	small”.	This	
holds	true	for	Aarth!	The	student	strength	we	had	for	the	�irst	year,	though	small,	was	a	great	
start,	considering	the	pandemic	and	the	online	learning	situation.	Just	the	fact	that	we	will	begin	
our	second	year	with	more	than	three	times	our	current	strength	is	a	huge	success	story.	

I	am	so	proud	of	our	students	who	have	amazed	us	with	the	level	of	ownership	they	have	taken	for	
their	learning.	The	Student-led	Conference	was	a	strong	evidence	of	not	only	their	learning,	but	
also	their	ownership.	In	spite	of	having	online	learning	for	most	part	of	this	year,	the	con�idence	
displayed	by	the	students	while	sharing	their	strengths,	their	mistakes	and	their	goals	in	this	very	
�irst	year	of	our	school,	speaks	out	loud	about	the	strength	of	our	programme.

I	 am	 immensely	 proud	 of	 my	 teachers	 who	 collaboratively	 and	 passionately	 took	 on	 every	
challenge.	With	their	positive	attitude,	dedicated	efforts	and	�lexible	approach,	we	have	been	able	
to	achieve	several	milestones	this	year.

I	am	very	thankful	to	our	founder	parents,	�irst	and	foremost	for	their	trust	in	us.	I	appreciate	
their	 positive	 outlook	 towards	 IB	 education	 and	 their	 efforts	 to	 understand	 the	 learning,	
participate	in	various	activities	and	events	and	make	each	celebration	memorable	for	us	and	the	
students.

Last,	but	not	 least,	 I	would	 like	 to	appreciate	 the	sincere	efforts	of	 the	admin	 team	for	 their	
support	in	providing	all	essential	materials	and	resources	to	ensure	the	smooth	running	of	the	
academic	programme.

I	feel	extremely	fortunate	to	lead	such	a	wonderful	team!
This	is	just	the	beginning	of	an	amazing	journey!!
Stay	tuned…	We	return	next	year	with	more	POWER!!! Jyothi	Nair

Principal	&	PYP	Coordinator
Aarth	Universal	School
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Nursery & Jr.KG 

TD	Theme:Sharing	the	planet
Descriptor:	
Communities	 and	 relationships	
within	and	between	them
Central	Idea:	Living	things	depend	
on	each	other	for	their	survival.
Lines	of	inquiry:	An	inquiry	into
1.	Characteristics	of	living	and	non														
living	things	
2.Interdependence	of	living	things.
3.Impact	of	human	actions	on	other		
living	things.
KeyConcepts:
Form,Connection,Causation
RelatedConcepts:
Interdependence,	Impact	
Learner	Pro�ile	Attribute:	
Principled,	Re�lective,	Balanced.
ATL	 Ski l ls : 	 Research 	 sk i l l s ,	
Thinking	skills.
UN	SDG:	14.	Life	under	Water.
																15.	Life	on	Land

As	 a	 thinker,	 	 we	 analysed	 the	
problems	 faced	 by	 animals	 and	
found	 solutions	 for	 them.	 We	
re�lected	 on	 our	 learning	 during	
formative	 assessment	 on	 food	
chain,	 by	 drawing	 our	 own	 food	
chain	 and	 also	 sequenced	 the	
pictures	of	living	things	to	create	a	
food	chain	 in	 the	 journal.	We	also	
discussed	 human	 impact	 in	 the	
deep	 ocean	 and	 understood	 how	
human	actions	are	affecting	ocean	
species	 and	 came	 up	 with	 the	
solution	 that	 we	 would	 throw	
garbage	and	plastic	material	in	the	
dustbin	 and	 not	 in	 rivers,	 sea	 or	
ocean.	Through	group	discussions	
and	 several	 real-life	 examples,	we	
concluded	 that	 living	 things	 are	
dependent	on	each	other.

Unit 3: - Conclusion
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Unit - 4

TD	Theme:	How	we	express	ourselves
Descriptor:	The	ways	 in	which	we	discover	and	express	 ideas,	
feelings	and	nature
Central	Idea:	Stories	communicate	feelings	and	can	be	expressed	
in	different	ways.
Lines	of	inquiry:	An	inquiry	into:	
1.The	elements	of	the	story,	
2.Different	ways	to	express	stories
3.How	stories	can	bring	a	change
Key	Concepts:	Form,Function,Change
Related	Concepts:	Expression,	Imagination
Learner	 Pro�ile	 Attribute:	 Communicator,	 Thinker,	 Open	
Minded.
ATL	Skills:	Communication	Skills,	Social	Skills,	Thinking	Skills.
UN	SDG:	4.	Quality	Education

			We	tuned	into	this	unit	by	watching	a	movie.	In	continuation	of	our	previous	unit	
under	the	TD	theme,	Sharing	the	planet,		we	connected	the	movie	Delhi	Safari	to	
the	impact	of	human	action	on	other	living	things	and	identi�ied	the	characters	
and	problems	in	the		story	so	as	to	cater	to	the	elements	of	the	story.	
			We	explored	different	mediums	of	storytelling.	We	enjoyed	the	story	of	''The	big	
fat	elephant''	through	a	skit,	‘The	lion	and	the	mouse’	through	a	puppet	show.	A	
story	related	to	one	of	the	cultural	celebrations	in	Kerala	was	presented	through	a	
dance-drama		by	Miss	Jyothi	Nair,	the	Principal	and		PYP	Coordinator.	We	had	the	
story	 of	 “A	 Little	 Red	 Riding	 Hood”	 presented	 by	 audio	 visual	 aid,	 using	
technology.	
			While	exploring	the	different	mediums,	we	inquired	into	the	elements	of	a	story.	
With	every	 story,	we	made	 connections	with	 the	parallely	 run	unit	on	Living	
Things.	We	discussed	the	human	actions	and	 its	 impact	on	others	after	every	
story	 and	 identi�ied	 the	 elements	 of	 the	 story,	 such	 as	 character,	 place,	 time,	
problem	and	solution.	
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As	part	of	one	of	the	learning	engagements,	we	selected	5	pictures	from	
the	 group	 of	 picture	 cutouts	 and	 created	 our	 �irst	 story	 using	 those	
pictures,	 	identifying	the	characters	(who)	and	the	place	(where)	of	the	
story.	We	watched	the	story	‘Always	be	kind	to	animals'	and	shared	our	
thoughts	about	being	Caring	towards	other	living	things.	
	 	 	During	one	of	the	Explore	sessions,	we	used	cloth	pins	and	created	
different	items	from	them.	One	such	item	was	a	camera	in	an	aeroplane	
to	check	if	the	garbage	was	thrown	in	the	dustbin	and	thus	took	an	action	
to	save	other	living	things.	After	hearing	the	story	‘The	little	red	riding	
hood’	we	exhibited	LP	attribute	risk	taker	and	narrated	the	story	 in	
front	 of	 our	 peers	 and	 teachers.	 We	 enjoyed	 story	 time	 with	 our	
grandparents	during	the	celebration	of	International	Mother	Language	
Day.	

Maths

As	a	data	collector	for	James,	our	Read	Aloud	character	from	‘James	and	the	
Giant	Peach’,	by	Roald	Dahl,	we	helped	him	�ind	the	most	liked	food	item	by	
our	 family	 member	 to	 set	 the	 menu	 for	 the	 party.	We	 collected	 data	 of	
animals	who	agreed	to	go	to	Delhi	and	collected	data	for	the	most	liked	fruit	
to	prepare	a	fruit	dish.	We	practised	concepts	such	as	patterns	and		addition	
to	help	James	make	bouquets.	



We	designed	our	own	garden	using	Pattern	Blocks.	We	practised	the	concept	
of	Number	bonds,	for	eg.	4+1+	5,	3+2=5,	1+4=5,	2+3=5,	etc.	with	the	help	of	
Cuisenaire	Rods	and	by	using	coins	in	our	Maths	Skills	session.
	 	 	 We	 gained	 knowledge	 on	 non	 standard	 units	 under	 the	 strand,	
Measurement.	During	one	of	our	Explore	sessions,	we	explored	kitchenware	
that	can	be	used	to	measure	�lour	and	water,	such	as	glass,	spoon,	spatula,	
bowl,	etc.	We	understood	that	a	fork	cannot	be	used	to	measure	water	and	
�lour,	 as	 it	 has	gaps.	 In	 the	physical	 set	up,	we	 found	 the	measurement	of	
different	 furniture	 in	 our	 classroom	 like	 softboards,	 tables,	 etc	 through	
handspan,	footspan,	boxes	etc.	Continuing	with	measurement	in	our	Maths	
Booster	class,	we	helped	James	build	and	measure	the	size	of	the	peach	tree		
and	peach	fruit,	and	found	the	value	using	different	manipulatives	like	Base	
Ten	Rods,	 	Multi�ix	Cubes	and	Cuisenaire	Rods.	We	built	and	measured	the	
height	of	the	peach	tree	by	using	Multi	links.	As	young	mathematicians,	we	
recorded	our	work	and	wrote	the	value	of	the	tree	on	our	Maths	Booster	sheet.
	 	 	We	gained	knowledge	about	the	corners,	faces	and	sides	of	2D-3D	shapes.		
We	explored	3D	shapes	such	as	cubes,	cuboids,	cylinders	and	pyramids.	We	
built	shapes	using	Geo	boards.	We	built	a	house	for	James,	using	3D	objects	
available	around	us,	such	as	boxes,	books,	cones,	etc.	During	one	of	the	Explore	
sessions,	we	explored	non	 living	 things	and	 living	 things	 in	our	home	and	
identi�ied	the	3D	shape	related	to	it.
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Language

	 	 	We	enhanced	our	vocabulary	by	expressing	our	thoughts	during	our	Express	
sessions,	through	the	short	stories	on	friendship,	ATL	skills	and	Learner	Pro�ile	
Attributes.	In	connection	with	our	Central	Idea,	 ‘Stories	communicate	feelings	
and	 can	be	expressed	 in	different	ways’,	we	expressed	and	 illustrated	 stories	
about	our	favourite	characters.	We	also	expressed	our	ideas	on	the	Uttarayan	
celebration	 by	 illustrating	 kite	 �lying,	 chikki,	 undhiyu,	 etc.	 We	 wrote	 words	
related	to	the	story	by	identifying	sounds	of	the	letters.	
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			We	learnt	the	phonic	sounds		/u/,/f/,	/b/,	/j/,	/z/,	/v/	and	drew	objects	that	
begin	with	these	sounds.	We	read	story	books	with	Grade	1	peers	during	our	
Book	Buddy	session	and	enhanced	our	Social	skills.	 	We	integrated	Maths	in	
Language	during	our		Calendar	time	by	identifying	the	day	and	month	with	its	
beginning	sound	and	reading	the	names	using	the	understanding	of	phonics.	
At	the	end	of	the	day,	we	share	our	experience	during	the	day	through	Exit	
Tickets.	We	made	and	read	three-letter	words	using	letter	�lashcards.	As	part	
of	Journal	writing,	we	illustrated	and	wrote	about	living	and	nonliving	things,	
about	things	we	share	with	each	other	on	our	planet.



Literature Circle
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We	read	‘Makusani’s	lesson’,	‘What’s	next’	and	‘Maria	joins	the	team’	as	part	of	
our	Literature	Circles.
We	discussed	our	favourite	characters,	the	reason	we	like	them	and	also	shared	
our	favourite	pages	from	the	books.	We	learnt	to	summarise	the	story.	
In	connection	with	our	unit	on	Stories,	we	identi�ied	the	elements	of	the	story	
during	our	Literature	Circle	discussions.	We	discussed	the	characters,	setting,	
the	problem	and	solution.	We	also	tried	to	give	a	new	title	to	the	story.

In	 connection	 with	 the	 happiness	 curriculum,	 we	 had	 an	 Early	 Years	
collaborative	session	in	context	with	building	relationships	and	emotions.		We	
enjoyed	 playing	 the	 Freezing	 Emotions	 game,	 wherein	 we	 identi�ied	 and	
expressed	our	emotions.	We	formed	a	triad	team	with	our	Early	Years	buddies	
and	communicated	 	about	our	likes-dislikes,	favourite	games,	etc	within	our	
triads,	which	enhanced	our	communication	and	social	skills.		

Happiness Curriculum



08

We	practised	Life	skills	like	dining	etiquettes	and	developed	basic	skills	like	
holding	 a	 spoon,	 fork,	 placing	 the	 napkin,	 etc.	 During	 one	 of	 our	 Explore	
sessions,	we	re�lected	on	the	appropriate	selection	of	clothes	for	dressing	up.	
We	independently	added	matching	accessories	such	as	goggles,	watch,	cap	and	
footwear.
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Sr.KG - Grade 1

Transdisciplinary	Theme	-	How	the	world	works
C.I.	Life	on	earth	responds	to	earth’s	movement
An	inquiry	into	:	the	natural	world	and	its	laws
Lines	of	Inquiry:	An	inquiry	into
�	The	movements	of	the	Earth
�	Effects	of	earth’s	movements
Key	concepts	:	Form	and	Causation	
Related	concepts	:	Pattern	and	Consequences	
LP	Attribute	:	Inquirer	and	Knowledgeable
ATL	SKILLS	:	Thinking	skills	and	Research	skills
UN	SDG	:	No:	13	-	Climate	Action

Unit Of Inquiry - 3 - Conclusion

In	continuation	to	this	unit,	we	saw	an	experiment	with	a	kettle,	wherein	we	
understood	 the	 Water	 Cycle.	 This	 helped	 us	 understand	 the	 changing	 of	
seasons	in	India.	We	also	inquired	into	how	these	seasons	affect	our	lifestyle,	
how	we	wear	different	clothes	and	eat	different	types	of	food,	etc.	according	to	
each	season.	

We	further	understood	how	Earth’s	movement	affects	birds	and	animals	due	to	
harsh	weather;	their	migration	and	hibernation,	etc.	With	connection	to	UN	
SDG	No	13	-	Climate	Action,	we	discussed	how	we	do	not	value	nature	and	
exploit	 it.	We	 also	 came	up	with	 solutions	 like	 no	 throwing	 garbage,	 using	
electric	vehicles,	no	cutting	trees.	
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	We	watched	a	video	on	how	earth	is	becoming	hotter	and	hotter	day	by	day	as	
the	 pollution	 increases.	 We	 used	 our	 critical	 thinking	 skills	 to	 predict	 the	
impact	of	this	on	Earth.	We	used	the	Thinking	Routine,	What	I	used	to	think	-	
Now	what	I	think	to	show	our	understanding	of	how	our	thinking	has	changed	
after	watching	the	video.

As	part	of	the	summative	assessment,	we	presented	our	understanding	about	
the	movements	of	the	Earth	through	presentations	created	on	Canva.		

Unit Of Inquiry - 4 - Conclusion

Transdisciplinary	Theme	-		How	we	express	ourselves
Central	Idea-:	Culture	re�lects	traditions	and	values
Inquiry	into	:	 	An	inquiry	into	the	ways	in	which	we	discover	and	express	
ideas,	feelings,	nature,	culture,	beliefs	and	values

Lines	of	Inquiry:	An	inquiry	into
	1)	Elements	of	culture
	2)	How	culture	in�luences	us
	3)	Personal	choice
Key	concepts	:	Form	,	Causation	and	Perceptive
Related	 concepts	 :	 similarities	 and	 differences,	 impact	 and	 beliefs	 and	
opinions
LP	Attribute	:	Thinkers,	Risk	takers	,	Balanced
ATL	SKILLS	:	Social	skills	and	Research	skills
UNSDG	:	No.	10	-	Reduced	Inequalities
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As	 part	 of	 our	 Tuning	 into	 the	 new	 unit,	 we	 had	 our	 parent	 and	 teacher	
community	organise	a	Culture	Fair.	They	represented	different	cultures	across	
India.	This	helped	us	probe	into	the	central	idea,	“Culture	re�lects	traditions	
and	 values.”	 Our	 parent	 and	 teacher	 community	 put	 in	 a	 lot	 of	 effort	 into	
dressing	up	traditionally	according	to	their	respective	culture	and	explained	to	
our	 learners	 about	 the	 major	 celebrations,	 food,	 clothing	 and	 language	
associated	with	that	particular	culture.

Different	 stations	 were	 created	 to	 represent	
different	 cultures.	We	were	 excited	 to	 explore	
the	various	cultures	as	we	went	to	each	station	
and	 inquired	 into	 the	 food,	 traditional	clothes,	
language,	 art,	 music,	 and	 festivals	 from	 that	
culture.	Through	this	Tuning	In	session,	we	got	
exposure	to	various	elements	of		Maharashtrian,	
Gujarati,	 Bengali,	 Rajasthani,	 and	 Punjabi	
culture.	

We	further	explored	different	international	cultures	like	Ethiopian,	Mexican,	
Italian,	Chinese	and	Tribal	cultures	through	a	Gallery	Walk	to	further	dive	into	
the	unit.	We	closely	observed	the	various	elements	of	these	cultures	and	made	
a	 comparison	 between	 them.	 The	 Gallery	Walk	 began	with	 us	 individually	
making	notes	while	observing	the	�ive	displays.	This	was	then	followed	by	a	
group	discussion	wherein	we	highlighted	the	various	aspects	of	these	world	
cultures	 and	 listed	 down	 the	 similarities	 and	 differences	 as	well.	We	were	
amazed	to	learn	that	most	of	the	cultures	had	something	in	common	though	
they	were	unique	in	their	own	way.	We	could	also	relate	to	our	own	traditional	
culture	of	dance	and	song.
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We	visited	the	festival	celebrations	hosted	by	Grade	2	&	3	to	understand	that	
celebrations	and	 festivals	are	one	of	 the	elements	of	 culture.	Later	we	also	
made	a	Venn	Diagram	to	list	out	the	similarities	and	differences	between	the	
festival	celebration	and	cultural	fair.	
What	 struck	 us	 most	 was	 how	 the	 tribal	 cultures	 were	 so	 far	 away	 from	
technology.	We	appreciated	the	spirit	of	the	tribal	community	to	respect	their	
traditions	and	protect	them	�iercely	from	the	rest	of	the	world.	We	also	made	
connections	with	their	previous	unit	on	Synergy,	stating	the	unity	displayed	by	
the	members	to	protect	their	community	and	culture.	We	were	so	motivated	by	
this	culture	that	we	decided	to	perform	a	skit	on	the	same	topic	for	Vistazo	-	The	
Annual	Concert.
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In	connection	to	our	Social	Studies	strand,	Social	Organisation	and	Culture	-	
The	study	of	people,	communities,	culture	and	societies,	we	visited	the	Parsi	
colony	 to	 explore	 Parsi	 culture	 and	 to	 understand	 different	 communities	
around	us.	We	got	to	visit	the	Agiyari,	their	place	of	worship,	which	is	150	years	
old.	 We	 met	 Dasturji	 who	 gave	 us	 information	 about	 their	 culture	 and	
explained	their	calendar	as	well.	

We	were	informed	about	their	celebrations	like	Pateti,	Navroze,	Jamshed-e-
Navroze,	and	more.	Their	new	year	is	known	as	‘Navroze’.	Dasturji	has	also	
given	information	about	their	cultural	food	'dhan-sak'	and	‘Lagan	Nu	Bhonu’	
which	is	called	the	Parsi	wedding	food.

We	teachers	and	parents	organised	a	potluck	to	experience	an	‘Open-air	party’,	
a	unique	feature	of	the	culture	of	Surat.	To	enjoy	this	unique	experience,	the	Sr.	
KG	-	Grade	1	team	along	with	the	parents	enthusiastically	arrived	at	Adajan.	
Each	 family	brought	 some	cultural	 food	as	part	of	 the	potluck.	We	enjoyed	
Maharastrian,	South	Indian	and	Chinese	cuisine.	
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We	also	had	‘ghari’	and	‘bhusu’,	famous	traditional	food	of	Surat.	We	discussed	
the	unique	cultural	features	of	these	states	and	about	the	food	culture	of	Surat.	
Our	 tummies	 and	 hearts	 were	 satis�ied	 with	 the	 food	 and	 this	 wonderful	
experience	of	eating	together	as	a	community,	appreciating	different	cultures	
and	 also	 enjoying	 the	 warm	 breeze.	 This	 beautiful	 experience	 can	 be	
summarised	with	the	famous	adage,	“Surat	nu	jaman	aane	Kaashi	nu	maran.”	
(Dine	in	Surat	and	die	in	Kashi)

The	unit	culminated	with	us	creating	our	own	culture	using	the	understanding	
of	the	elements	of	culture.	We	made	a	group	of	3	and	created	our	own	unique	
culture.This	 unit	 helped	 us	 respect	 each	 culture	 and	 value	 different	
perspectives.		
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Language

Integrating	 with	 the	 unit,	 we	 Inquired	 deep	
into	This	is	how	we	do	it	by	Matt	Lamothe.	The	
book	 describes	 different	 cultures;	 a	 story	 of	
seven	children,	each	from	a	different	country.	
Through	this	Read	Aloud,	we	got	an	exposure	
to	their	lifestyle,	what	they	eat,	how	they	live,	
how	they	dress,	how	they	play	and	all	kinds	of	
activities	 they	 do,	 in	 their	 country.	 The	
discussions	 helped	 us	 appreciate	 diverse	
cultures	around	the	world.	We	also	practised	
different	 types	 of	 poems	 like	 acrostic	 poem,	
shape	 poem	 in	 Writer’s	 Workshop.	 We	
practised	 describing	 words	 in	 language	
sessions.	Based	on	the	�ield	trips	we	conducted,	
we	 prompted	 and	 practised	 similarities	 and	
differences	in	culture.	For	our	journal	prompt	
we	wrote	 this	 is	me	 and	 this	 is	my	house	 in	
connection	to	the	read	aloud	book	This	is	how	
we	do	it	by	Matt	Lamothe	just	 like	our	seven	
friends	from	around	the	world	in	the	story.	We	
described	 and	 drew	 ourself	 in	 the	 journal.	
Later	we	also	made	how	our	house	looks	like.

The	characters	of	the	Read	Aloud	prompted	
us	 to	 inquire	 into	 different	 cultures	 and	
gather	 data	 by	 organising	 the	 set	 of	
attributes.	 We	 practised	 using	 the	 tally	
marks	and	pictograph	to	represent	our	data.	
We	helped	them	by	making	a	soup	with	the	
different	 ingredients	 and	 practised	 data	
handling	while	exploring	various	areas.	We	
also	 conducted	 surveys	 of	 the	 number	 of	
years	AUS	teachers	have	been	teaching.

Maths Booster



16

Grade 2 & 3

Unit Of Inquiry 5

Transdisciplinary	Theme:	How	we	express	ourselves
Descriptor:	An	inquiry	into	
�	Our	appreciation	of	aesthetic
�	The	ways	in	which	we	discover	and	express	ideas,	feelings,	nature,	culture,	
beliefs	and	values.
Central	Idea:	Celebrations	of	a	community	represents	its	beliefs	and	values.
Lines	of	Inquiry:
An	inquiry	into	-	
�	Types	of	celebrations	around	the	world
�	Ways	of	celebration	
�	how	and	why	people	celebrate
Key	Concepts:	Form,	Function,	Perspective
Related	Concepts:	Beliefs,	values,	tradition
Learner	Pro�ile	Attributes:	Open-minded,	Risk-taker
ATL	Skills:	Research,	Communication
UN	Sustainable	Goals:	
1-	No	poverty,	2-	Zero	hunger,3-	Good	health	and	well	being,6-	Clean	water	and	
sanitation,14-	Life	below	water,15-	Life	on	land

We	started	our	prior	knowledge	assessment	about	festivals	and	celebrations	
with	a	fun	pictionary	game.	 	We	formed	groups	and	one	representative	from	
each	 group	 drew	 their	 favourite	 festival	 or	 celebration,	 and	 the	 rest	 of	 the	
members	had	to	guess	it	right.
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We	 had	 a	 Gallery	Walk	 about	 different	 kinds	 of	 festivals	 and	 celebrations	
around	 the	 world	 that	 extended	 our	 prior	 knowledge	 and	 based	 on	 our	
understanding,	we	categorised	festivals	in	different	types.

The	Read-Aloud	sessions	of	“Too	Many	Tamales”	by	Gary	Soto	took	us	through	
different	 aspects	 of	 celebration	 and	 helped	 us	 make	 more	 meaningful	
connections	with	our	unit.

		 	After	categorising	festivals,	we	got	the	opportunity	to	research,	inquire	into	
and	present	our	research	�indings	about	harvest	festivals	of	India	in	front	of	the	
whole	school.	The	occasion	of	three	harvest	festivals	on	the	same	day	gave	us	
an	opportunity	to	connect	it	to	our	UOI	and	we	presented	detailed	information	
about	Bihu,	Lohri	and	Makar	Sankranti–	 few	of	 the	major	harvest	 festivals	
celebrated	across	the	country.
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We	grouped	ourselves	in	three	teams	and	worked	on	gathering	information	
and	 showing	 our	 understanding	 of	 the	 following	 three	 different	 types	 of	
celebrations:
�	Religious	festivals	and	celebrations
�	National	festivals	and	celebrations
�	Celebrations	related	to	environment
We	researched	how	and	why	different	festivals	and	celebrations	under	those	
categories	are	celebrated	and	presented	the	information	with	the	help	of	PPT.

For	 our	 summative	 assessment,	 we	 created	 festivals	 around	 Sustainable	
Development	Goals	we	are	passionate	about.	We	also	made	a	checklist	to	self-
assess	our	presentation.
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Mathes Booster

Maths	Booster:
In	this	unit,	we	have	explored	pattern	and	function.

�	After	experiencing	the	grand	celebration	of	Christmas	at	school,	we	all	were	
excited	 to	 make	 our	 own	 unique	 christmas	 tree,	 full	 of	 different	 kinds	 of	
patterns,	with	the	help	of	Cuisenaire	Rods.	After	building	the	tree	we	explored	
different	ways	of	�inding	its	value.

�	In	connection	to	our	Read-Aloud	book	character	Maria	welcoming	guests	on	
Christmas,	we	felt	inspired	to	get	creative	and	design	a	table	mat	full	of	patterns	
using	Pattern	Blocks.	We	explored	the	concept	of	fraction	as	we	found	out	the	
value	of	different	shapes	of	Pattern	Blocks	used	in	the	design	and	expressed	it	
in	the	form	of	fractions.

�	 In	 connection	 to	our	Read-Aloud	character	Maria,	who	 loves	 to	have	her	
cousins	 around	 during	 Christmas	 celebrations,	 we	 wrote	 about	 our	 fond	
memories	related	to	celebrations.
�	We	wrote	about	celebrating	small	joys	in	life,	contemplating	on	things	we	are	
grateful	 for,	 people	who	make	 us	 feel	 loved,	 things	 that	 immediately	 bring	
smiles	to	our	face.

Journal Writing
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Literature Circle

In	 this	 unit,	 we	 learnt	 informal	 letter	 writing.	 We	 drafted	 letters	 about	
ourselves,	self-assessed	by	using	an	exemplar,	took	feedback	from	our	peers	
and	drafted	our	�inal	letter.	In	this	unit,	we	got	an	opportunity	to	write	letters	to	
students	from	one	of	the	IB	schools	in	Saudi	Arabia	and	shared	information	
with	each	other	about	beliefs	and	values	behind	our	favourite	celebration	and	
how	we	celebrate	it.	

In	 this	 unit,	 we	 had	 an	 in-depth	
discussion	about	the	books	Freedom	
Soup	by	Tami	Charles,	Book	Fiesta!	
by	Pat	Mora,	and	The	Shortest	Day	by	
Susan	 Cooper.	 We	 explored	 the	
books	 from	 the	 perspective	 of	
different	 Literature	 Circle	 roles	
which	 encouraged	 us	 to	 share	 our	
thoughts	with	 each	 other	 and	 have	
an	insightful	discussion.
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Unit Of Inquiry 6

Transdisciplinary	Theme:	Where	We	Are	In	Place	And	Time
Descriptor:	
-	homes	and	journeys
-	orientation	in	place	and	time	
Central	Idea:	Exploration	may	lead	to	discoveries	and	a	more	connected	world

Lines	of	Inquiry:	An	inquiry	into
															-reasons	for	exploration
															-exploration	that	led	to	discoveries
															-changes	brought	in	by	the	discoveries

Key	Concepts:	Causation,	Connection,	Change
Related	Concepts:	journey,	impact
LP	Attributes:	Inquirer,	Thinker,		Knowledgeable
ATL	Skills:	Thinking,	Research
UN	SDG:	9	-	Industry,	Innovation	and	Infrastructure

-	We	began	by	watching	the	story	of	Journey	by	Aaron	Becker	where	a	girl,	who	
is	tired	of	her	mundane	life,	goes	on	a	journey	to	explore	her	imaginative	world.
-	We	had	a	Scavenger	Hunt	about	famous	explorers	around	the	world.	We	took	
up	the	role	of	an	explorer	and	through	clues	and	information	given	to	us,	we	
gathered	information	about	one	explorer	in	each	group.	After	that	we	went	
through	stories	of	different	explorers	and	found	out	which	explorer	we	were.

-	We	came	up	with	the	words	‘journey’,	‘explore’	and	‘exploration’	to	describe	
our	 thoughts	 about	 the	 story	 from	 the	 book	 and	 our	 own	 experience	 of	
scavenger	hunt.	By	using	‘word	splash’,	we	explained	what	these	words	mean	to	
us.
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-	We	formed	ourselves	into	two	groups	and	used	our	research	skills	to	research	
various	reasons	people	go	on	explorations	for.	Later	we	had	a	group	discussion	
merging	two	teams	and	shared	our	research	�indings	with	each	other.	We	also	
categorised	the	reasons	into	‘why	people	used	to	go	for	exploration	in	the	past’	
and	‘why	people	go	for	exploration	now.’

-	We	had	a	debate	session	about	our	wondering	whether	people	still	go	for	
exploration	to	�ind	treasure	or	not.	After	the	session	we	reached	the	conclusion	
that	humans	still	go	on	a	journey	to	look	for	treasure.

-	We	inquired	into	discoveries	by	explorers	and	the	changes	brought	about	by	
those	discoveries.	We	presented	our	understanding	by	using	the	“Fish	Bone”	
Thinking	Routine.
-	To	demonstrate	our	understanding	of	the	unit,	we	used	our	research	skills	
and	wrote	biographies	of	explorers.

Mathes Booster

In	this	unit,	we	have	learnt	about	Shape	&	Space,	and	Measurement.
-	We	planned	a	4	days	vacation	based	on	the	places	we	want	to	travel.	We	found	
out	the	total	distance	and	time	we	would	be	travelling	with	the	help	of	Base	Ten	
Blocks.	During	the	inquiry	we	discovered	the	difference	between	road	distance	
and	aerial	distance.	We	critically	evaluated	and	made	changes	 in	our	 initial	
travel	plan.	We	completed	our	Maths	Booster	by	creating	a	detailed	itinerary	of	
this	travel	plan.
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-	In	connection	to	our	Read-Aloud	character	Shackelton,	who	went	on	Antarctic	
exploration	in	ship,	we	created	a	net	of	packaging	that	will	be	used	for	making	
boxes	for	carrying	different	items	in	ship.	This	helped	us	understand	the	area	
and	perimeter	of	a	3D	shape.

Journal Writing

�	Just	like	Shackleton,	our	Read-Aloud	character,	who	wanted	to	explore	the	
sea,	we	wrote	about	the	places	we	want	to	visit	and	why,	how	we	will	plan,	
things	that	we	will	pack,	etc.

�	We	made	personal	connections	with	our	unit	and	shared	about	our	 fond	
memories	of	our	journey	and	exploration.
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Writer’s workshop

In	Writer’s	Workshop	the	genre	that	we	have	explored	in	this	unit	is	biography.

-	 We	 read	 the	 biography	 of	 eminent	 persons,	 observed	 the	 elements	 and	
characteristics	of	it	and	listed	them	in	a	group	discussion	and	sharing.
-	We	 researched	 about	 the	 explorers	we	wanted	 to	write	 about,	 created	 a	
timeline	of	their	life	in	a	sequential	manner	and	wrote	their	biography.

The	books	we	read	and	discussed	in	our	Literature	Circle	session	during	this	
unit	were	On	a	Beam	of	Light:	A	Story	of	Albert	Einstein	by	Jennifer	Berne	
and	Sam	and	Dave	Dig	a	Hole	by	Mac	Barnett.	Various	Literature	Circle	roles,	
such	as	"Intent	Investigator",	for	identifying	the	author's	purpose	of	writing	
the	book	,	"Literary	Luminary",	for	locating	and	explaining	important	passages	
from	the	book,	and	"Character	Sketcher",	for	describing	the	characteristics	of	
our	favourite	character,	gave	us	the	opportunity	to	explore	our	Literature	Circle	
books	from	various	perspectives.

Literature Circles
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Science

We	 examined	 the	 behaviour	 and	 use	 of	 various	materials	 in	 this	 unit.	We	
categorised	objects	made	of	different	materials	based	on	our	understanding	
and	 discussed	 why	 things	 are	 made	 of	 certain	 materials	 and	 what	 would	
happen	if	we	made	them	from	something	else.	Our	investigation	led	us	to	the	
conclusion	 that	a	 single	material	 can	be	used	 to	 create	a	variety	of	objects	
depending	on	their	intended	use,	and	that	man-made	resources	are	made	from	
natural	resources.
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Grade 4 & 5

Unit Of Inquiry 5

TDT-	How	we	express	ourselves
C.I.	The	way	people	communicate	has	an	impact	on	others	
Inquiry	into		-	the	ways	in	which	we	re�lect	on,	extend	and	enjoy	our	creativity
																											-	our	appreciation	of	the	aesthetic
Key	Concepts:	Function,	Connection,	Causation
Related	Concepts:	Expressions,	audience,	in�luence,	creativity

Lines	of	Inquiry:	An	inquiry	into
							means	of	communication
							connection	between	means	of	communication	and	audience
							impact	of	our	actions	on	others

LP	Attributes:	Caring,	Re�lective,	Communicator
ATL	Skills:	Research,	Communication

UN	SDG:	2	-	Zero	Hunger
															12	-	Responsible	consumption	and	production

Students	 experienced	 various	 forms	 of	
expression	 like	 speech,	 dance,	 drama,	
nukkad	natak,	songs,	posters,	drawing,	etc	
as	a	part	of	their	‘Tuning	in	activity’	for	this	
unit.	 Re�lecting	 on	 the	 experience,	 they	
brainstormed	 the	 meaning	 of	 the	 word	
‘express’	 under	 the	 Transdisciplinary	
Theme,	 ‘How	 we	 express	 ourselves’	 and	
re�lected	on	the	various	ways	of	expression.	
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S tudents 	 exper ienced 	 dance 	 drama	
performed	 by	 Ms	 Jyothi	 Nair,	 PYPC	 and	
Principal.	This	experience	 led	them	to	make	
real-life	connections	with	the	various	forms	of	
expression	and	target	audience.	The	students	
also	enjoyed	a	puppet	show	that	added	value	
to	their	learning.	Thinking	Routine	such	as	I	
see	-	I	think	and	I	wonder	encouraged	them	to	
make	 careful	 observations	 and	 thoughtful	
interpretations.	

Read Aloud

Read	 Aloud,	 “The	 City	 of	 Ember”	 by	 Jeanne	
DuPrau	is	the	tale	of	a	city	that	was	created	many	
hundreds	of	years	ago	by	the	builders	to	contain	
everything	needed	 for	human	 survival.	 It	 is	 an	
engaging	children's	�iction	novel	that	introduced	
the	students	to	courageous	characters,	Lina	and	
Doon,	who	take	steps	to	make	change	happen.	A	
subtle	message	 passed,	 ‘Where	 there	 is	 a	will,	
there	is	a	way.’

Malala's	Magic	Pencil	by	Malala	Yousafzai	provided	 insight	and	encouraged	
discussion	about	the	wider	world.	Amelia	Bedelia	by	Peggy	Parish,	The	Girl	
Who	Never	Made	Mistakes	by	Mark	Pett,	The	Worry	Box	by	Suzanne	Chiew,	
helped	the	students	 in	understanding	various	ways	of	expression.	Students	
could	 also	 understand	 the	 need	 for	 expressing	 certain	 things	 and	 how	
expression	can	bring	about	a	change.

Literature Circles
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Maths Booster

�	As	Urban	planners,	students	helped	Lina	and	Doon	create	a	‘Sustainable	City	
Plan’	using	Geo	blocks	and	demonstrated	their	understanding	of	shape	and	
space.	They	divided	the	total	area	of	the	city	and	expressed	it	as	fractions.	Eg.	
1/20	portion	of	the	city	will	be	gardens,	5/20	parts	will	be	occupied	by	houses.

�	They	then	created	a	monument	using	Geoblocks	that	would	represent	the	
people	 of	 ‘The	 City	 of	 Ember.’	 Building	 the	monument	 on	 1	 cm	 grid	 paper	
helped	 them	 in	 identifying	 the	 area	 that	 would	 be	 required	 to	 build	 the	
monument.	

�	Continuing	 further,	 students	 calculated	 the	 length	of	wire	 that	would	be	
needed	to	create	a	fence	around	the	perimeter	of	the	monument.	

�	As	environmentalists,	students	created	plantations	for	‘The	City	of	Ember’	to	
make	 it	 more	 environmentally	 friendly.	 They	 calculated	 the	 value	 of	 their	
plantations	using	Maths	manipulatives,	Cuisenaire	Rods.	

Writer’s Workshop

Students	experienced	the	�ictional	writing	genre	beginning	with	the	reading.	
They	explored	a	plethora	of	�ictional	stories	that	exposed	them	to	the	genre.	
Based	on	their	understanding,	they	identi�ied	the	elements	of	a	�ictional	story	
and	embarked	on	a	journey	of	creating	their	own	stories.	
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Days	of	creating	drafts,	loads	of	formatting	and	editing,	�inally	reaped	rewards.	
Visual	 Arts	 Specialist,	Mr.	 Nasit	Herish,	was	 invited	 as	 a	 guest	 speaker.	He	
discussed	the	value	of	illustrations	and	how	it	helps	in	understanding	the	text	
and	making	it	more	reader-friendly.	Students	worked	on	the	suggestions	and	
proudly	shared	their	own	stories	that	were	not	only	written	but	also	illustrated	
by	them.

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals

While	exploring	various	forms	of	expression,	students	made	connections	with	
UN	SD	Goal	no	-	2,	Zero	Hunger.	They	witnessed	how	the	media	was	used	to	
express	and	spread	awareness	of	the	prevailing	conditions.	Learners	were	also	
inspired	by	a	song	on	waste	segregation	that	led	them	to	make	connections	
with	 UN	 SD	 Goal	 -	 12,	 Responsible	 consumption	 and	 production.	 While	
exploring	the	various	forms	of	expressions	and	their	effectiveness	in	conveying	
a	message,	learners	were	so	inspired	that	they	chose	to	pick	these	UN	SDGs	as	
their	theme	for	‘Vistazo	-	The	Annual	Concert.’
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Unit Of Inquiry 6

TDT-	Who	we	are
C.I.	Awareness	of	mental	and	physical	health	contributes	to	the	understanding	
of	self	and	others
Inquiry	into	-	what	it	means	to	be	human
																									-	Personal,	physical,	social	and	spiritual	health
																									-	Nature	of	the	self

Key	Concepts:	Form,	perspective,	responsibility
Related	Concepts:	System,	Choice,	Well-being,	Behaviour

Lines	of	Inquiry:	An	inquiry	into
the	elements	of	mental	and	physical	health
	 How	people	respond	to	their	needs
	 Responsibility	towards	one’s	and	others’	well-being

LP	Attributes:	Balanced,	knowledgeable
ATL	Skills:	Self-management,	social	skills

UN	SDG:	3-	Good	health	and	well	being

We	initiated	our	unit	of	inquiry	with	a	Gallery	Walk	as	a	part	of	their	‘Tuning	in	
activity.’	Under	the	Transdisciplinary	Theme	‘Who	we	are,’	they	inquired	about	
Physical	and	Mental	health	and	the	nature	of	the	self.	After	the	Gallery	Walk,	the	
students	engaged	in	a	group	discussion	followed	by	a	word	splash	wherein	
they	shared	keywords	and	phrases	from	their	experience	of	the	Gallery	Walk.	
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Going	 further,	 they	 applied	 their	 Thinking	 Skills	 and	 made	 thoughtful	
connections	 between	 physical	 health	 and	 mental	 health;	 mood,	 emotions,	
feelings	and	expressions;	junk	food	and	physical	health;	depression,	worries	
and	mental	health;	to	name	a	few.	Such	visual	displays	provoked	them	further	
leading	to	the	sharing	of	their	wonderings/questions	that	directed	the	unit	of	
inquiry.	 It	also	helped	 in	stimulating	curiosity	 thereby	setting	 the	stage	 for	
inquiry.	

Literature Circle

The	Literature	Circle	books	for	this	unit;	‘An	Apple	a	Day’	by	Katherine	scraper	
is	an	informative	book	about	"Smart	Eating",	‘How	full	is	your	bucket?’	by	Tom	
Rath	 and	Mary	 Reckmeyer	 talks	 about	moments	 that	matter,	 ‘I’m	 calm’	 by	
Jayneen	 Sanders	 is	 an	 engaging	 and	 beautifully	 illustrated	 story	 that	 talks	
about	 how	 everyone	 can	 still	 �ind	 a	 place	 of	 calm	 and	 peace	 through	
mindfulness	techniques	in	stressful	situations	and	‘The	Kingdom	of	Happiness’	
by	Susan	Lennox	talks	about	the	people	of	Bhutan	and	how	being	happy	is	of	
utmost	importance	to	them.	

Our	Read-Aloud	“Climbing	Mountains:	An	Interview	with	Erik	Weihenmayer”	
is	an	 inspiring	story	about	Erik	Weihenmayer	who	 is	36	years	old	and	has	
climbed	the	Seven	Summits,	the	highest	peaks	on	each	of	the	seven	continents.	
He	was	born	with	a	genetic	condition	that	caused	him	to	lose	sight	by	age	13.	

Read Aloud

Adding	value	to	our	unit	on	‘Physical	and	Mental	
health’	 this	 interview	 that	was	 conducted	 the	
day	before	Erik	was	leaving	for	Tibet,	where	he	
was	 to	 lead	 six	 blind	 Tibetan	 teenagers	 up	 a	
23,100-foot	 mountain,	 helped	 the	 learners	
understand	that	a	physical	disability	need	not	
mean	 poor	 mental	 health.	 In	 spite	 of	 the	
challenges,	one	can	surely	bring	about	a	positive	
difference	in	their	lives	and	the	lives	of	others.	
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Maths Booster

�	We	worked	on	sending	mountaineering	equipment	to	Erik	Weihenmayer,	the	
world's	�irst	blind	person	to	reach	the	summit	of	Mount	Everest.	We	packed	the	
mountaineering	 equipment	 in	 containers	 and	 worked	 on	 identifying	 the	
dimensions	of	the	container.	

�	Erik’s	sister	Nancy	visited	his	town	where	there	was	a	fascinating	Big	Thrills	
Funfair	but	the	ride	requirements	are	measured	in	centimeters.	We	worked	on	
understanding	the	requirement	of	each	ride	by	connecting	it	with	the	height	of	
Nancy	so	that	she	can	make	the	most	of	the	trip.

�	Erik,	along	with	his	three	friends	went	on	a	climbing	expedition.	But,	as	it	
grew	darker,	they	were	in	search	of	a	place	to	rest	and	recuperate.	However,	in	
mountains,	there	is	always	a	space	constraint.	As	troubleshooters,	we	worked	
on	identifying	the	area	that	would	be	required	for	Erik	and	his	friends	to	safely	
camp	and	spend	the	night.	

We	worked	on	exploring	different	kinds	of	Poetry	and	created	our	own	poems	
like	Acrostic,	Triangle	Triplet,	Limerick	and	Haiku.	Using	a	guided	journal,	‘The	
Little	 Monster,’	 helped	 us	 in	 sharing	 our	 thoughts.	 Students	 wrote	 their	
thoughts	and	feelings	to	understand	them	more	clearly.	This	activity	helped	
them	gain	control	of	their	emotions	and	improve	their	mental	health.

Writer’s Workshop



United Nations Sustainable Development Goals

	While	exploring	Mental	and	Physical	health,	students	made	connections	with	
UN	SD	Goal	no	-	3,	Good	health	and	well-being	that	ensures	healthy	lives	and	
promotes	well-being	for	all.	
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Events

13th January 2022 - Makar Sankranti

Makar	Sankranti,	another	event	which	we	celebrated	in	a	unique	way	with	an	
online	 school	 setup.	 Grades	 2	 &	 3	 students	 who	 were	 inquiring	 into	
celebrations	 and	 festivals,	 took	 initiative	 to	present	 their	 research	 �indings	
about	harvest	festivals	of	India	in	front	of	the	whole	school.	The	occasion	of	
three	harvest	festivals	on	the	same	day	gave	them	an	opportunity	to	connect	it	
to	 their	UOI	and	 they	presented	detailed	 information	about	not	 just	Makar	
Sankranti	but	Bihu	and	Lohri	as	well.	Their	presentation	included	highlights	of	
each	of	this	festival,	the	reason	behind	the	celebration	and	the	food,	clothing	
and	other	aspects	related	to	the	festivals.

26th January 2022 - Republic day

A	nation's	culture	resides	in	the	heart	and	the	soul	of	its	people	just	like	Aarth's	
culture	resides	in	the	heart	and	soul	of	all	Aarthians.
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True	to	this,	we	Aarthians	came	together	on	this	special	occasion	marking	the	
73rd	Republic	Day	celebration,	to	exhibit	the	spirit	of	unity	and	pride.	Adding	
to	the	joy	and	memories,	this	celebration	also	marked	the	�irst	anniversary	of	
our	Republic	Day	celebration	at	Aarth.

With	immense	patriotic	fervor,	the	day	began	with	our	Primary	Principal	Ms	
Jyothi	Nair	unfurling	the	national	�lag	accompanied	by	our	PSPE	Specialist	Ms	
Kanchan	Lohakare.	This	ceremony	was	followed	by	an	address	by	our	COO,	Mr	
Chirag	Shah,	who	enlightened	us	on	the	history	and	signi�icance	of	 the	day.	
Going	 further,	 several	 melodious	 performances	 by	 our	 teachers	 including	
poetry	 in	 Gujarati,	 due	 and	 solo	 songs,	 showcased	 the	 unique	 and	 diverse	
culture	that	de�ines	us.

A	historic	moment	that	triggered	many	emotions;	pride,	love	and	respect	for	
the	 country	was	when	our	Music	Specialist	Mr	Chaitanya	Ahir	 released	his	
song,	'Tiranga'.
However,	AUS	missed	the	presence	of	our	dear	students.	No	celebration	feels	
complete	without	them.	We	are	looking	forward	to	celebrating	all	future	events	
alongside	our	learners.
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5th February 2022 - Basant Panchami

या देवी सव�भूतेषु �व�ा �पेण सं��ता .. नम��ै नमो नम:

�ीपंचमी/ बसंत पंचमी को कला और �व�ा क� देवी मां सर�ती का ज��दवस मनाया जाता ह।ै

श� और रस का संचार करने वाली एवं वाणी क� अ�ध�ा�ी देवी  को "सर�ती" कहा गया ह।ै

आथ� यू�नस�ल �ूल मे हमने इस शुभ �दन क� शु�आत पूरी ��ा से माँ सर�ती क� वंदना करते �ए क�।
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21st February 2022 - World Mother Language Day

	 	 	At	Aarth	,	we	believe	in	multilingualism	by	promoting	various	languages	of	
our	country	as	well	as	learning	about	global	language.
			21st	February	is	celebrated	as	the	World	Mother	Language	Day.	To	mark	the	
day	in	our	school,	our	parent	community	were	invited	to	spend	some	quality	
time	with	their	children	where	they	recited	a	poem,	narrated	a	story	in	their	
own	 mother	 language.	 Our	 students	 enjoyed	 this	 time	 with	 their	 parents	
and/or	grandparents.	We	had	stories	being	narrated	in	Gujarati	and	Hindi,	the	
most	prominent	home	languages	within	our	student	community.

Through	 this	 celebration	 we	 spread	 	 awareness	 of	 language	 and	 cultural	
diversity	throughout	the	world.	The	children	learn	best	in	their	mother	tongue	
and	that	it	is	important	that	children	need	to	have	this	opportunity	to	celebrate	
their	roots.	At	Aarth,	we	believe	that	our	children	should	learn	more	and	more	
languages	but	we	also	ensure	they	are	pro�icient	in	their	mother	tongue	too.
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8th March 2022 - International Women’s Day

At	AUS,	our	culture	values,	respects,	looks	up	to	and	idolizes	women	as	much	as	
men.
Living	up	to	that	spirit,	the	men	of	the	AUS	family	planned	a	surprise	on	the	
occasion	 of	 International	 Women's	 Day	 to	 honour	 the	 ladies	 of	 the	
organization.
A	beautifully	decorated	venue	and	a	very	thoughtfully	curated	documentary	
paid	tribute	to	the	contributions	made	by	the	women.	Tears	of	joy,	laughter	and	
an	environment	of	gratitude	reinforced	the	spirit	of	the	Aarthians.

12th March 2022 : VISTAZO - the Annual concert 

Yet	one	more	historic	moment	occurred	at	Aarth.	We	had	our	very	�irst	Vistazo	-	
The	 Annual	 Concert.	 The	 theme	 of	 this	 year's	 Annual	 concert	 was	
Panchmahabhoot.	The	theme	was	inspired	by	the	unit	“5	Elements	of	nature”	
that	the	learners	were	inquiring	into,	in	their	Specialist	classes.
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What	is	unique	about	Vistazo	-	The	Annual	Concert?	It's	not	a	regular	annual	
day	 performance	 for	 which	 the	 students	 randomly	 prepare	 and	 perform.	
Vistazo	 at	Aarth	 is	 unique.	Our	 learners	present	 their	 learnings	 from	 their	
Homerooms	and	from	their	Music	and	Dance	classes.	 	You	get	a	zhalak	or	a	
glimpse	of	their	learning	through	Vistazo	-	The	Annual	Concert

We	had	an	entire	gamut	of	performing	arts	by	having	dance,	drama	and	musical	
performances	by	the	learners	of	Nursery	to	Grade	5.
One	 of	 the	 special	musical	 performances	was	 the	 Canon	 singing,	 a	 type	 of	
singing	 wherein	 a	 piece	 of	 the	 same	 melody	 begins	 in	 different	 parts	
successively,	so	that	the	parts	overlap.	The	other	highlight	from	the	musical	
performances	 were	 the	 Early	 Years	 and	 Grade	 1	 students	 performing	 on	
percussion	instruments	made	by	them	using	materials	around	them.

We	 were	 enthralled	 by	 the	 dance	 performances	 which	 included	 a	 mime	
performance	 wherein	 the	 students	 conveyed	 a	 beautiful	 message	 to	 save	
nature	and	not	destroy	it	for	our	special	needs.	The	cultural	dance	showcased	
different	kinds	of	festivals	celebrated	in	India	-	harvest,	religious	and	national.
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The	play	on	UNSGs	was	an	eye-opener	 through	which	 the	 students	 shared	
alarming	facts	about	poverty	and	sanitization.	Through	this	play,	the	students	
appealed	to	the	audience	to	segregate	their	waste.	Another	play	introduced	the	
audience	members	to	the	culture	of	the	Abuj	Maria	tribe	who	live	in	the	remote	
hilly	areas	of	India.	The	students	shared	about	how	the	synergy	among	the	
community	members	helped	them	survive	for	all	these	years.	Our	youngest	
learners	presented	a	play	on	Learner	Pro�ile	attributes.
	 	 	Overall,	 it	was	an	amazing	event	and	 it	was	a	delight	 to	see	the	 learners	
present	their	learning	in	such	different	ways!

12th March 2022 : Avant Garde 2022 - P For Perspective 

We	had	our	�irst	Avant-Garde	2022	-	The	Annual	Art	Exhibition.	The	exhibition	
featured	the	artworks	of	our	very	own,	Nursery	to	Grade	5	student	artists	and	it	
showcased	the	‘values’	of	each	students’	work	of	art.

What	is	Avant-Garde?
Avant-Garde	is	a	French	word	that	means	‘Advance	Guard	-	The	part	of	an	army	
that	goes	forward	ahead	of	the	rest’.	The	term	emerged	in	the	�irst	half	of	the	
nineteenth	century	in	reference	to	Arts	introduced	by	French	philosopher	and	
social	reformer	Henri	de	Saint-Simon.	The	term	deals	with	the	cultural	practice	
that	 challenges	 tradition	 through	 experimentation	 and	 innovation	 in	 the	
context	of	Modern	Art.
‘Avant-Garde’	is	an	Annual	Art	Exhibition	where	students	lead	their	innovative	
and	 experimental	 ideas	 and	 showcase	 their	 creative	 expression	 in	 front	 of	
viewers.
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‘Avant-Garde’	at	AUS
At	AUS,	students	not	just	learn	about	practical	skills	of	different	forms	of	Visual	
Arts,	but	 they	also	 learn	about	 the	context	and	 the	concept	behind	 the	 ‘Art	
work’	that	is	created.	They	connect	their	and	other	artists’	works	of	art	with	
real-life	situations.	Learners	also	respond	to	new	and	experimental	ideas	and	
approaches	that	they	explored	in	the	Visual	Arts	classroom.

We	curated	the	art	exhibition	on	the	theme	‘P	for	perspective’.	Their	works	
re�lected	on	several	areas	such	as	Landscape,	Still	life,	Nature	study,	Tribal	art,	
Pointillism,	 Self-portrait,	 Paper	pulp	 and	Paper	 collage	 etc.	 Each	work	was	
different	in	terms	of	medium,	material,	concept	and	theme	which	allows	the	
viewer	to	experience	their	works	of	art	in	multiple	directions.
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The	�irst	ever	Avant-Garde	at	AUS	was	a	grand	success.	The	Exhibition	was	
inaugurated	by	our	youngest	artists	 -	Nursery	and	 Junior	KG	 learners.	The	
parents	and	students	observed	the	various	art	works	by	our	young	artists	and	
were	amazed	at	the	artworks	exhibited	in	spite	of	the	online	learning	for	most	
part	of	this	academic	year!

17th March 2022 : Festival Of Colours - Holi 

“होली तो बस एक बहाना ह ैरंग� का;

ये �ौहार तो ह ैआपस म� दो�ी और �ार बढाने का;

चलो सारे �गले �शकवे दर कर के एक दसरे को खूब रंग  लगाते ह;�ू ु

�मलकर होली मनाते  ह.� ”

With	this	spirit	of	love	and	togetherness,	Aarth	celebrated	its	�irst	Holi	with	
students!

To	rejoice	this	colourful	day,	the	teachers	organized	a	puppet	show	wherein	a	
beautiful	story	of	Radha-Krishna	was	performed,	depicting	why	we	celebrate	
Holi	along	with	 the	Holika	Dahan	story	which	taught	us	 the	 lesson	of	good	
triumphing	over	evil.	
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				We	also	discussed	not	having	evil	thoughts	in	our	minds	and	always	wishing	
good	 for	 others.	 We	 enjoyed	 playing	 Holi	 with	 Gulal	 and	 pichkaris,	 using	
kesuda	�lower	to	make	natural	colours	and	by	avoiding	arti�icial	colours	which	
could	be	dangerous	 for	our	skin.	This	beautiful	celebration	with	water	and	
colours	and	a	lot	of	love	was	a	memorable	event	for	the	students	and	teachers.

24th March 2022 : Student-Led Conference & Portfolio Share 

For	students	to	be	invested	in	their	learning	and	develop	a	growth	mindset,	
they	need	to	be	involved	in	conversations	about	their	strengths,	challenges	and	
goals.
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At	AUS,	we	organized	our	�irst	Student-led	conference	to	promote	a	culture	of	
engagement	and	development.	It	provided	students	with	a	platform	to	prepare,	
re�lect	on,	and	independently	discuss	evidence	of	their	learning	journey	with	
the	help	of	their	portfolios.		

It	is	challenging	to	feel	at	ease	in	front	of	an	audience.	However,	our	learners	
demonstrated	 being	 'Risk-takers.'	 While	 preparing	 for	 the	 SLC,	 they	 were	
motivated	to	learn	to	explain	things	better!	The	Student-led	conference	helped	
in	boosting	the	con�idence	of	the	students	and	uplifted	their	communication	
and	presentation	skills.
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Parents	were	amazed	to	witness	the	childrens'	skills,	live	in	action!	They	were	
proud	 to	 see	 them	present	 themselves	with	 candor	 and	 clarity,	 even	when	
there	were	challenges.

At	Aarth,	we	will	continue	to	empower	students	and	provide	them	with	a	more	
democratic	learning	experience.		

25th March 2022 : Last Day Of The Academic Year 2021-22 

The	last	day	of	school	made	us	all	cry…It	
was	the	worst	and	the	best	day	for	all	the	
students	 with	 some	 cute	 memories…-	
The	untold	stories

It	was	a	splendid	day	at	Aarth	today.	The	
whole	school	was	enthralled	with	ecstasy	
exuberating	 while	 celebrating	 the	 year	
long	 academic	 journey.	 We	 are	 parting	
with	 lots	 of	 beautiful	 memories	 in	 our	
heart	and	now	it's	 time	to	 	move	to	 the	
onward	journey	i.e.		Next	Class.	Year	gone	
by	 was	 full	 of	 enjoyment,	 learning,	
exploring	 and	 experimenting	 and	
creating	 beautiful	 memories	 along	 the	
way.
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The	celebrations	on	this	last	day	of	the	historic	academic	year	2021-	22	at	
Aarth	were	full	of	fun.	Activities	were	engaging	and	saw	a	greater	level	of	
participation.	Everyone	spent	his/her	quality	time	with	their	homeroom	
teachers	 and	 peers.	 Activities	 like	 �ireless	 cooking,	 decorating	 canapes	
basket,	bhel	making,	sandwich	making	etc.	were	interesting	and	students	of	
all	grades	enjoyed	each	activity.
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Subsequently,	 we	 had	 two	 grades	 grouped	 together	 and	 were	 involved	 in	
various	games	and	activities	like	pictionary,	memory	game,	treasure	hunt,	clay	
modeling,	pink	nose	game,	building	blocks,	puzzle,	puppet	show,	which	was	
enjoyed	 thoroughly	 by	 all	 students.	 The	 highlight	was	 the	 Activity	 Centers	
where	 we	 did	 many	 recreational	 activities	 such	 as	 art	 activities,	 fun	
experiments	and	games,	providing	a	huge	variety	to	cater	to	the	interest	of	
every	student.		The	fun	day	came	to	an	end	with	a	whole	school	dance	session.	
Dancing	along	with	teachers	and	all	school	buddies	was	a	delightful	experience	
.	
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We	had	a	great	time,	celebrating	and	re�lecting	on	this	very	�irst	academic	year.	
Though	 a	 challenging	 year,	 considering	 the	 pandemic,	 we	 have	 created	
beautiful	memories	that	will	last	an	entire	lifetime.	

26th March 2022 : Collecting Memories Of The Historic Year! 

Amidst the hustle of finishing the year strong, it was the time to wrap up, bid farewell to one of our 
colleagues, complete tasks, generate reports, procure resources, and wipe the slate clean as we 
prepare for the new academic year.
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At	AUS,	we	believe	that	the	best	part	about	ending	one	year	and	starting	the	
next	is	the	opportunity	to	re�lect	and	gather	the	wealth	of	knowledge	that	we	
have	accumulated	over	the	year.	A	time	to	think	about	what	went	well	this	year	
and	what	we	could	have	done	better.
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Going	down	memory	lane,	we	celebrated	the	hard	work	and	dedication	of	the	
team	by	ending	the	day	with	activities	that	have	always	brought	us	joy.

Sit	back	and	watch	it	roll	as	team	AUS	prepares	for	yet	another	academic	year	
full	of	exploration	with	additions	to	our	AUS	family.		
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Address: Block 148, Nr. Pal Gaurav path road, 

Bhesan - Barbodhan road, Malgama, Surat - 395 005

Website: www.aarthuniversalschool.org     

Mobile: +91 81559 22000


